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GREAT RIVERS GREENWAY INVITES AREA RESIDENTS TO HELP CLEAN UP MISSOURI RIVER ON OCT. 29 

 
The Confluence Clean-up is the final of Missouri River Relief’s Big Muddy Clean Sweep events, which kicked off 

in September 

 
St. Louis, Mo., Oct. xx, 2011…The Great Rivers Greenway District is encouraging area residents to join them on 
Saturday, Oct. 29, and help support Missouri River Relief in its effort to clear trash and debris from the shores of 
the Missouri River. The Confluence Clean-up, which is the last scheduled event of Missouri River Relief’s month-
long, statewide effort to clear litter from the Missouri River, aims to clean up the area near the confluence of the 
Missouri and Mississippi rivers. From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., boats will ferry volunteers to different riverbanks and 
islands along the Missouri River to pick up trash that has washed ashore. Additional volunteers are encouraged to 
clean up trash along the trails and parking lots of this area.  
 
Volunteers of all ages are needed and will meet at the Columbia Bottom Conservation Area Boat Ramp, located at 
801 Strodtman Rd. in Spanish Lake.  Registration starts at 8:30 a.m., although volunteers are encouraged to 
register in advance by visiting www.riverrelief.org. Participants will be provided with water, lunch, t-shirts, work 
gloves, trash bags and transportation by boat to the various clean-up sites. Missouri River Relief will also be 
providing lifejackets, but encourages anyone who brings a child to also bring along a proper-fitting lifejacket to 
keep each child as safe as possible. 
 
The Confluence Clean-up is the final event of the Big Muddy Clean Sweep, the keystone project of Missouri River 
Relief’s 10th anniversary celebration. This month-long endeavor, which began on Sept. 26, has included 
community-based cleanups along the Missouri River, educational field trips, river festivals, barge tours and 
celebrations across the state of Missouri from Kansas City to the Confluence in St. Louis. The Big Muddy Clean 
Sweep spans 170 miles in eight towns on the Missouri River, including Kansas City, Jefferson City, Washington, St. 
Charles and St. Louis.  
 
“We are excited about the opportunity to support Missouri River Relief in its efforts to clean up the Missouri 
River,” said Susan Trautman, Executive Director of Great Rivers Greenway. “We want to congratulate Missouri 
River Relief on a decade devoted to restoring our rivers, and we encourage area residents to join them in their 
fight to beautify the Missouri River and surrounding areas.” 
 
Volunteers participating in the Oct. 29 Confluence clean-up are encouraged to wear work boots or tennis shoes 
(no flip flops), work clothes, bug spray, sunglasses, sunscreen and bring refillable water bottles. Trash collected 
from the event will be hauled on a sand barge and unloaded at terminals on the Mississippi River for recycling or 
for disposal at landfills. To learn more, visit www.riverrelief.org or call 573.443.0292. 
 
 
About Great Rivers Greenway:  
Great Rivers Greenway is a public organization established in November 2000 with the passage of the Clean 
Water, Safe Parks and Community Initiative in St. Louis City, St. Louis County and St. Charles County. The 
organization is developing an interconnected system of trails and greenways to make the region a better place to 
live. For more information, visit www.grgstl.org.  
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Residents Needed to Clean up the Confluence 
First and Final Add 
 
About Missouri River Relief: 
Missouri River Relief is a non-profit organization based in Columbia, Mo., whose mission is to connect people to 
the Missouri River through hands-on river clean-ups, education events and restoration activities. In just ten years, 
the organization has made a visible and lasting difference on the river bringing together more than 14,000 
volunteers to haul more than 1 million pounds of trash from 667 miles of river shores. For more information, visit 
www.riverrelief.org or call (573) 443-0292.  
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